CHAPTER X
I HEARD in a talk on Bernard Shaw that you know his characters Joan,
Candida, Eliza, Undershaft, Marchbanks, Tanner, better than your own
neighbour and certainly better than yourself. In my particular case
Bernard Shaw is my neighbour.
When I was a young boy at school I was given a ticket by a famous
pianist, a friend of the family, and sat beside Bernard Shaw in the Queen's
Hall. I liked his knickerbocker^suit though I had discarded mine by that
time. His red tie must have been like a red rag to a bull to the pianist.
I carried away his intent look and poise as he listened to the Beethoven
Pianoforte Concerto. He must have heard it for the hundredth time, I
heard it for the first time. Now we again sat together listening to the
Ninth: the same poise, the same intent look ....
He said: "I am highly susceptible to the force of all truly religious,
music, especially to the music of my own church, the church of Shelley,
Michelangelo and Beethoven."
I recalled my boyhood experience and remarked that he then seemed
the happiest man on earth.
"Why not?" he answered, "I had achieved my greatest ambition.
Everywhere I was considered the devil incarnate. I was abused, vilified,
censored and suppressed" to the limit of possibility. I got nothing for
nothing, and very little for a halfpenny. If that isn't happiness, what is?"
"I remember queuing up for hours to see your plays."
"You mean the Barker season at the Court when they did Murray,
Barker, Galsworthy, Ibsen and myself. . . . You could have had the stalls
all to yourself. It gave me something to do as I had just been kicked out
of St. Pancras. I wasn't bottom of the poll, my colleague, Sir William
Geary, had that distinction. I should have expected that result because in
my election address I did not ask them to vote for me but to vote accord-
ing to their judgment and I made the outrageous suggestion that it was
better and more economical for the ratepayer to pay a shilling more to
the rate collector than a pound to the doctor. I even demonstrated that
good sanitation can do more good than vaccination. I was innocent
enough to believe that I could defy the superstitious reverence for the
pifl and the serum. I don't suppose I would have polled a single vote if it
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